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FRANKFORT-SCHUYLER PRIDE - LET IT SHOW!

FSCS Mission 
Statement

Our purpose is to provide a 
positive learning environment 

in which students and staff 
will have the opportunity to 

experience success and become 
lifelong learners.

Superintendent’s Message 
By Robert F. Reina

 On behalf of the Frankfort-Schuyler Central School District Board of 
Education, faculty and staff, and, most importantly, our students, I welcome 
the entire Frankfort-Schuyler Community to the 2019-2020 school year.

As we begin this new school year, we offer our sincerest thanks and 
appreciation to our retirees, Mrs. Cindy Sears and Mrs. Donna Brown. We 
thank Mrs. Sears and Mrs. Brown for their many years of dedicated service 
to the children and families of our district and wish them a happy retirement.

We are pleased to announce that the following individuals have been hired 
and will be joining our school district this year:

• Mrs. Kelly Grates, who will be teaching third grade
• Mr. Jeffrey Havener, who will be teaching secondary math
• Mrs. Tanya Snyder, who will be a Teacher of English to Speakers of Other Languages
• Ms. Morgan Sylvester, who will be teaching middle school English Language Arts
• Mrs. Dominica Helmer, who will be the office assistant for the Committee on Special Education Program

We enthusiastically welcome the newest members of the Frankfort-Schuyler School Community! We look forward to the many 
contributions they will make to our instructional program.

During the summer, many of our teachers and administrators participated in numerous professional development activities. Participation 
in these activities helps us to continually enhance our instructional skills. For example, during the summer, our staff participated in 
activities that included, but were not limited to, the following: The Next Generation Learning Standards, curriculum development, 
effective instructional techniques and practices, the integration of technology with instruction, the provision of student support services 
and literacy improvement.

The Frankfort-Schuyler Central School District values and sincerely appreciates the partnerships that have been developed between our 
school, parents, families and the community. Our community traditionally does everything it can to provide successful educational and 
supportive programs and services for your children, our students. The partnerships that have been developed continue to make these 
programs and services available for the children.

We are a proud community; a community that values our families, our children, our school and our traditions. Please know that as a 
Board of Education, faculty, staff and administration, we truly recognize and appreciate these values and traditions.

We have great students at Frankfort-Schuyler! They are truly wonderful people. It remains an honor and a privilege to be able to 
participate in this part of their life’s journey. Thank you for your continued support of your school district. And, most importantly, thank 
you for your unending support of our students.

KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION

September 3, 2019
 1:00 p.m. | 2:00 p.m.
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Annual Notification of 
Teacher Qualifications
Schools within the Frankfort-Schuyler District 
receive Title I funds from the federal government. 
You are allowed to request the following information:

1. Whether your child’s teacher has met state 
qualifications and licensing criteria for the grade 
levels and subject areas in which your child’s 
teacher provides instruction.

2. Whether your child’s teacher is teaching under 
emergency or other provisional status through 
which state qualification or licensing criteria 
have been waived.

3. The baccalaureate degree major of your child’s 
teacher and the field of discipline of the 
certification or degree.

4. Whether your child is provided services by 
paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications.

If you are interested in receiving any information to 
which you are entitled, please contact:

Robert F. Reina, Superintendent of Schools
Frankfort-Schuyler Central School District

605 Palmer Street
Frankfort, NY 13340

315.894.5083
rreina@frankfort-schuyler.org

Student Privacy Policy
The Frankfort-Schuyler Central School District will protect 
confidential student information and will not improperly collect, use 
or disclose student information in violation of any applicable law or 
regulation governing student policy. Among other items, the policy 
allows parents the opportunity to opt their child out of participation 
in any survey that reveals information on certain types of personal 
behavior or political beliefs. The policy also allows parents the 
opportunity of excluding their child from any activities in which 
personal information will be gathered from students and used for 
marketing purposes. Parents and students over 18 years of age have 
the right to inspect and review their child’s educational records; or 
to request the amendment of records believed to be inaccurate or 
misleading. Parents also have the right to request that the District 
not release their child’s information to military recruiters without 
their prior written consent.

Directory Information
“Directory Information” shall mean and include the following: 
student’s name, parent’s name, address, telephone number, date 
and place of birth, major field of study, participation in officially 
recognized activities and sports, weight and height of members of 
athletic teams, dates of attendance, degrees and awards received, 
most recent previous educational agency attended photograph 
and video images of students riding on school buses, waling in the 
hallways, campus grounds, parking lots, etc., engaging in normal 
activities obtained from video surveillance cameras and other 
cameras. However, the District will not publish photographs or 
video images of students on the internet without prior parental 
consent. When making public directory information, the District 
shall give annual public notice as to the type of information to be 
made public and shall allow thirty (30) days after such notice for a 
parent to inform the school that any or all information designated 
shall not be released.

You’re Invited To:
Frankfort-Schuyler Elementary School’s 

Open House
 
Thursday, September 12 
 6:30-7:30 p.m.

As a reminder, Open House is a time to visit 
the classroom, meet the teacher and tour 
the building. Please arrange for an alternate 
time for a private conversation.

School News



Back-to-School Edition - Fall 2019 3

Asbestos
The existence and availability of the management plan for the Frankfort-Schuyler District, which includes information on 
inspections, reinspections and response actions, is available at the District Office.

Individuals who have any questions on asbestos may contact: Mr. Joseph LaVeck, LEA Designee, at 315.895.7781, ext. 3153.

Notice of Compliance
The Frankfort-Schuyler Central School District does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, national origin, 
handicap or age in employment or in providing student access to educational programs, courses, and activities. This policy is 
in compliance with Title VI of the civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 
of Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975. Any alleged grievances should be reported to the 
appropriate compliance officer.

Compliance officer is as follows:
Robert F. Reina, Superintendent of Schools
Frankfort-Schuyler Central School
605 Palmer Street, Frankfort, NY 13340
315.894.5083

Pesticide Notification
 All New York State public and non-public elementary and secondary schools are required to notify staff and persons in 
parental relation regarding the potential use of pesticides throughout the school year or summer school session.
 The District is required to maintain a list of staff and persons in parental relation who wish to receive forty-eight (48) 
hours prior notification of pesticide applications at District facilities. You may register to receive forty-eight (48) hour prior 
notification of pesticide applications that are scheduled, by completing the form below and returning it to:

Mr. John Stever
Director of Buildings and Grounds
Frankfort-Schuyler Central School

605 Palmer Street
Frankfort, NY 13340

Fax No.: 315.895.7011
E-mail:jstever@frankfort-schuyler.org

Frankfort-Schuyler Central School District Request for Pesticide Application Notification

 Name: __________________________________________________________________________

 Address: ________________________________________________________________________

 Telephone No.: ___________________________________________________________________

 E-mail address: ___________________________________________________________________

School News
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Concerns and Procedures
Problems may develop during the school year that require 
cooperation between parents and school officials to resolve. 
If and when those circumstances arise, please follow the 
procedures that are outlined below. Thank you for your 
anticipated cooperation with these procedures. 

Classroom/Instruction Concerns
Step 1: Please contact the classroom teacher
Step 2: If a resolution to the problem is not reached, please  
 contact  the building principal
Step 3: If a resolution is still not reached, please contact   
 the superintendent of schools
Step 4:  Contact the Board of Education 

Transportation Concerns
Step 1:  Please contact the district transportation 
coordinator - Karen Wasielewski at 315.895.7781, ext. 3516
Step 2:  If a resolution is not reached, please contact the  
 superintendent of schools
Step 3:  Contact the Board of Education 

Athletic Concerns
Step 1:  Please contact the coach
Step 2:  If a resolution cannot be reached, please contact the  
 athletic director, Jeff LaGase, at 315.895.7461, ext. 3123
Step 3:  If a resolution is still not reached, please contact   
 the superintendent of schools
Step 4:  Contact the Board of Education 

Health Concerns
Step 1:  Please contact the school nurse
Step 2:  If a resolution cannot be reached, please contact the  
 building principal
Step 3:  If a resolution is still not reached, please contact   
 the superintendent of schools
Step 4:  Contact the Board of Education 

Scheduling/Financial Aid/College Applications 
Concerns
Step 1:  Please contact the guidance office
Step 2:  If a resolution cannot be reached, please contact the  
 building principal
Step 3:  If a resolution is still not reached, please contact   
 the superintendent of schools
Step 4:  Contact the Board of Education

Please feel free to contact the building principal and/or the  
superintendent of schools for other concerns.

Traffic Law Reminder:
• New York State Traffic Law requires that all vehicles must 

stop when red lights are flashing on a school bus. All vi-
olators will be ticketed. Do not pass a bus with red lights 
flashing, including in the school parking lot.

• Please be alert for students waiting or crossing the road to 
board buses. Parking lots can be a busy place and all drivers 
need to be alert for children and children in crosswalks.

• You must comply with the one-way and do not enter signs 
in the parking lots. Buses are the only vehicles allowed to 
use the driveway closest to the building. Parents must park 
their car in the parking lot or the access road in order to 
walk with their child. You may pull up in the new drop off 
zone.

• Do not park in the fire lane, crosswalk or obstruct buses.
• There will be an increase in Frankfort Town Police Patrols 

at FSES. There is a school resource officer assigned full 
time at the FSES.

• In addition, the district received verbal acknowledgement 
that a portion of Reese Road, from the corner of 5th Ave 
to the 5S overpass will be identified as a “school zone.” It is 
approximately ¼ mile long. This means the speed limit will 
change to 20 mph between the hours of 7 a.m.-5 p.m. in 
this location. Please watch for this change and use caution!

Safety Patrol 
The Safety Patrol is active at Frankfort-Schuyler Elementary 
School. The function of Safety Patrol is daily monitoring of 
students entering the building in the morning and assisting 
with various responsibilities such as raising/lowering the flag, 
and monitoring students in line while waiting for school to 
start. Fourth and Fifth grade pupils selected for Safety Patrol 
must meet the following criteria:

1. Demonstrate their ability to 
handle extra responsibility.

2. Maintain academic 
accomplishment and be prepared 
for their daily work. 

3. Complete their homework on a 
regular basis.

4. Arrive at school by 7:40 a.m.
5. Follow school procedures.

Safety News
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Elementary Bus Rules
 
Parent/Guardian Information
• Please have your child ready for the bus at least 10 minutes before 

scheduled to be picked-up
• Kindergarten students must be met by an adult at the end of the day 

drop-off
• Child must be waiting outside at the end of the driveway or at the 

identified bus stop
• Call the bus garage at 315.895.4150 and leave a message to let the 

bus company know that your will not be riding the bus. Please leave 
your child’s name and the name of the bus that your child rides.

Waiting for the bus 
• Be at the bus stop on time. Stand well away from the curb; wait 

quietly for the bus. 
• Wait for the bus to come to a complete stop before boarding. 
• Don’t crowd your friends getting on or off the bus; board and exit 

one at a time. 
• Never play or stand in the aisles; find a seat and sit down.
• Respect the bus driver and do what he/she tells you to do.
Riding on the bus 
• Listen to the bus driver and monitor; follow their directions!
• Don’t stick anything out of the windows. 
• Stay in your seat.
• Talk quietly with your friends. 
• Don’t throw things in the bus. 

Getting on, off, and around the bus 
• Avoid the Danger Zone, because it’s difficult for the driver to see you 

in this area. 
• Take 10 giant steps beyond the front bumper of the bus before you 

turn to cross the street. This lets the driver maintain eye contact with 
you while you cross. 

• Look both ways before crossing a street, and wait for driver’s signal. 
• NEVER cross the street behind the bus! 
• Keep away from the bus if you drop or forget something. 

Drop-off procedures:
1. Students can be dropped off beginning at 7:45 a.m. There is limited 

supervision before 7:45 a.m.
2. Parents and guardians MUST use the designated drop off zone. DO 

NOT ENTER the “bus only” loop. 
3. Drop off curbside in the “drop off zone.” DO NOT exit students from 

the left side of the vehicle. ALL students must exit from the right of 
the vehicle. Staff will be positioned to assist with opening car doors. 
Pull forward to drop off students near the staff member. DO NOT 
PASS a vehicle in the drop off zone.

4. After dropping off students, please proceed to the exit to make room 
for the other parents waiting to drop off students. (NOTE THE 
ONE WAY flow of traffic for drop off.)

5. I encourage you to use the drop off zone, but if you choose to walk your 
child into school, please park in the parking lot using spaces closest 
to the playground. These parking spots are designated as “visitor’s 
parking.” Please avoid the middle of the parking lot as this is reserved 
for staff parking.

6. All students are to walk to classes independently. This includes Pre-K 
and kindergarten. We will have staff members available to assist any 
new students (and parents). Our purpose is to establish a routine the 
first day of school.

7. Please observe staff and signs that are posted as you enter the school 
driveway.

Parent-Pick Up Procedures: 
1. All students MUST have a note indicating they will be picked up by a 

parent or guardian. This includes early dismissals for appointments or 
change in dismissal procedure.

2. DO NOT ENTER the “bus only” loop during the school day. All 
visitors must use the main parking lot. Use the spaces closest to the 
playground. These parking spots are designated as “visitor parking.”

3. The doors will open at 2:10 p.m. for end of the day pick up. Please be 
prepared to show photo ID if asked. 

4. All students MUST be signed out of the main office if you are picking 
up before 2:00 p.m. No student will be released from their classroom, 
bus line or bus.

5. Students will only be released to individuals indicated on the emergency 
form. You MUST send in a note for your child to leave with someone 
not on the list.

Late arrival:
1. Parents must park their cars and walk their child into the building if 

you are later than 8:10 a.m.. Parents MUST sign their child in as tardy 
after 8:11 a.m. in the main office. Students will be escorted to class by 
a staff member.

2. DO NOT ENTER the “bus only” loop during the school day. 

School Visit:
1. If you will be visiting the school for any reason (school party, meeting), 

you MUST report to the office and obtain a “visitor’s pass.” 
2. You MUST have prior approval before visiting a classroom. 
3. DO NOT ENTER the “bus only” loop during the school day. All 

visitors must use the main parking lot. Use the spaces closest to the 
playground. These parking spots are designated as “visitor parking.”

Thank you for your assistance with our children’s safety. We will continue to 
review our procedures to ensure the safety of our students.

Mrs. Melanie Welch
Elementary Principal

Drop off and Pick up Procedures 
Safety News
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School Bus and School Zone Safety 
This sign means you are near a crosswalk in a school zone.
• When school is opening in the morning and closing in the afternoon, the area around the  
 school is a very busy and crowded. There will be many children using the crosswalk. 
• Car drivers, bikers and in-line skaters must stop to allow people in the crosswalk to cross  
 the street. 
• It is important to look carefully to the left, right and left again if you have to cross the street. 

 
DANGER ZONES AROUND A STOPPED SCHOOL BUS 
When you are waiting for the school bus, you should wait at the bus stop, and 
stand well back from the curb. 

When you get off the bus:
• Look to the rear of the bus before you step off the bottom step. Our friends at  
 the Pupil Transportation Safety Institute tell us that more and more motorists  
 are passing stopped school buses on the right shoulder - where the door is. 
• Take five giant steps straight out the bus door, and out of the danger zone. 
• Make sure you have eye contact with the driver, and wait for the driver to signal  
 you before you cross in front of the bus. 
• Never go back for anything you have left on the bus. 
• Never bend down near or under the bus. 

 
Walking near school:
• When school is opening in the morning and closing in the afternoon, it is a busy and crowded area. 
• There are children being dropped off or picked up by both school buses and parents. 
• It is important to look carefully to the left, right and left again if you have to cross the street. 
• If you must walk through parked traffic, stop and look carefully before stepping out from between vehicles. 
• Remember the danger areas around school buses where the driver can't see you. 
• Don't run between parked cars and buses. 
• Don't run across the street or through a parking lot trying to catch up with your friends. 

 
School Bus Behavior
Your bus driver's number one interest is your safety. He or she will ask you to be on your best behavior.
• It is important to listen to your bus driver in case there are any special instructions for your bus ride. 
• Sit quietly in your seat. 
• Speak quietly to the other children near you. 

Do not jump up and down, fight or tease other passengers or make a lot of noise. These activities can bother your bus driver 
and he or she will not be able to give proper attention to driving. These behaviors can bother any driver, including your family 
or a friend's family, and make it hard to drive safely.
 
Clothing can get caught
Jacket and sweatshirt drawstrings, backpack straps, scarves and loose clothing may get caught on the bus handrail or door. 
This is not only a danger while getting on or off the bus, but could happen any place on the bus.

Safety News
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ROUTE 103 – POODLE – HS – 6:50 / ELEMENTARY – 7:30
HS   Mucky Run, Daley, Dutch Hill, Center, Zolad
ELEM   Southside, Main, Harter, Lock

ROUTE 106 – FOX – HS – 6:50 / ELEMENTARY – 7:30
HS Higby, Brockway, Hampton, Hi Sy View, Ripley, Ferguson
ELEM Litchfield, Pleasant, E. Canal, Piper, Maple

ROUTE 107 – GIRAFFE – HS/ELEMENTARY – 6:45
State Route 171, Brice, State Route 5, Higby, Grandview, Cinko 
Drive, Spruce, Hill View Terrace, Manor Drive, Litchfield Road, 
Button Lane

ROUTE 108 – OWL- ELEMENTARY – 6:50
AM RUN – Albany, Kerber, Brockway, Hampton, Hi-Sy View, 
Haddad, Broad, Taft, Eldred, Empire
PM RUN – Albany, Kerber, Brockway, Hampton, Hi-Sy View, Haddad

ROUTE 109 – ZEBRA – ELEMENTARY – 7:00
Center, Zolad, Dutch Hill, Daley, Mucky Run

ROUTE 110 – LION – ELEMENTARY – 6:50/ HS – 8:10
ELEM - Elmwood Circle, Bush, Minots Corners, Johnson, 
Church, Bono Blvd, Mary Street, Baum, McKennan, Watkins
HS - Pathways

ROUTE 111– MONKEY- HS – 6:50 /ELEMENTARY– 7:25
 HS Albany, Kerber, Haddad, Birchwood, Christensen, Welsh 
Bush, Sheila Place, Sunrise Court, Sunset Court, Hardiman Pl. 
ELEM Palmer Street (Corner Stops – Main through Fifth), 
Ingersoll, Erie, East Ave

ROUTE 112 – MOUSE – ELEMENTARY – 6:55
Center, Higby, Widrick, Furnace, Bouck,, Gates, Brown, Ferguson, 
Towne, Willow, Banek, Argile, Southside

ROUTE 113 – CATHOLIC SCHOOLS – 6:45
Various locations throughout Village, Town and Schuyler

ROUTE 114/115 – AM/PM CAREER TECH BOCES RUN 
(GROS BLVD.)

ROUTE 116 – TIGER – ELEMENTARY – 7:00
Albany, Haddad, Kerber, Wilson, Ripley, Birchwood, Christensen, 
Floral Court, Floral Drive, Rolling Hills, Sunflower Circle, Sunrise 
Court, Welshbush, Hardiman

ROUTE 117 – HORSE – HS – 7:05
State Route 5, Elmwood Road, Millers Grove Road, Bono’s Trailer 
Park, Bono Blvd.

ROUTE 118 – DUCK – HS – 6:45 / ELEMENTARY – 7:25
HS State Route 5, Paratore Road, Country Meadows, Carder 
Lane, Bush, Caldwell, Millers Grove, Church, Minots Corners, 
Baum, Dutchtown, Johnson, McKennan, Watkins, Railroad, Bee, 
Sheldon, Orchard
ELEM  Sixth, Frankfort Street – Corner Stops – (Fifth through North 
Frankfort and Orchard), Tisdale, Orchard, Bee, Sheldon, Railroad

ROUTE 123 – FROG- HS/ELEMENTARY – 
HS -6:55/ELEMENTARY – 7:35
McGowan Rd., Terrace Hill Estates, Clemons, Joslin Hill, Reese 
Rd., Acme, First through Fifth Ave. Ext., Kernan, Comstock

ROUTE 125 – ELEPHANT – HS – 6:55 
Floral Drive, Floral Court, Rolling Hills, Wildflower Circle, 
Sunflower Circle, Wildwood Ridge, Bleecker, Broad, Taft, Eldred, 
Empire, Broad, Southside Rd., W. Main Street

ROUTE 126 – BEAR – HS – 6:45
Center, Widrick, Furnace, Bouck, McIntyre, Higby, Wilson, Gates, 
Brown, Willow, Banek, Ferguson, Arcadia, Towne, Ravena

ROUTE 131 –TURTLE - SPECIAL EDUCATION – 
ELEMENTARY - TBA
Special Education Students being transferred to Herkimer 
BOCES and Herkimer Elementary

ROUTE 132 – BUNNY - SPECIAL EDUCATION - TBA
Special Education students being transferred to Poland

Bus Route Start Times
The following routes have been established for the 2019-2020 school year. Start times for the routes are also listed. If 
you have any questions please feel free to call Karen Wasielewski, Transportation Coordinator, Frankfort-Schuyler School 
District at 315.895.7781 or JoAnn Darrow, Birnie Bus Terminal Manager at 315.895.4150. 

Elementary School News
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Elementary School & School News

Frankfort-Schuyler is pleased to welcome the following staff to our District.

Mrs. Kelly Grates
Grade 3 Teacher
Mrs. Grates earned Bachelor of Science degrees in elementary education and psychology from St. John Fisher College, and a Master’s 
degree in teaching from George Mason University. She has 16 years of successful elementary school teaching experience in the Mannasas 
Park City (Virginia) and Central Valley School Districts. Mrs. Grates is a graduate of the Frankfort-Schuyler Central School District.

Mr. Jeffrey Havener
Mathematics Teacher (Secondary)
Mr. Havener earned a Bachelor of Arts degree and a Master of Science degree in teaching from Le Moyne College. Prior to coming to 
Frankfort-Schuyler, Mr. Havener served as a math teacher in the Bishop Grimes, Bishop Luden and the Syracuse Academy of Science schools

Mrs. Tanya (Stillitano) Snyder
Teacher of English to Speakers of Other Languages
Mrs. Snyder earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Spanish and Adolescent Education from the College of Saint Rose, and a Master of 
Science degree in Special Education from Grand Canyon University. She has also completed coursework in TESOL (Teaching English to 
Speakers of Other Languages) at Utica College. Prior to coming to Frankfort-Schuyler, Mrs. Snyder served as an itinerant Spanish teacher 
at the Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES and, most recently as an instructional computer specialist at the Mohawk Regional Information 
Center. Mrs. Snyder is a graduate of the Frankfort-Schuyler Central School District.

Ms. Morgan Sylvester
English Language Arts (7-12)
Ms. Sylvester earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Adolescent Education and English, and a Master of Science degree in Literacy (5-12) 
from SUNY Oneonta. Prior to coming to Frankfort-Schuyler, she served as a teacher at Rome Free Academy and the Brookwood School 
in Cooperstown.

Mrs. Dominica Helmer has been hired as the office assistant for the Committee on Special Education Office. She replaces Mrs. Christina 
Kelley, who has transferred to the Elementary School Office. Mrs. Helmer has previously worked as a substitute clerical worker in the 
District Office.

New Staff at Frankfort-Schuyler

Elementary PTO News
 Your participation is extremely important to the success of 
our school and we invite you to join the PTO. We would like to 
thank all of our returning officers, volunteers and members for 
their hard work and dedication to raising funds and volunteering 
at special events. Some of the special events that your efforts 
support are: girls and boys after school intramurals and basketball, 
Fun Day activities, Fall Fest, PARP, transportation costs for field 
trips, Cookies with Santa, Veteran’s Day Program, refreshments for 
Kindergarten registration and screening, supplies for Kindergarten 
students, School Assemblies, Prizes for Box Top collection, Teacher 
Appreciation luncheon, individual classroom needs, and End-of-Year 
Student gifts. Please join us at PTO meetings which are typically 
the 1st Monday of each month at 6 p.m. Our first meeting will be 
October 7, 2019. Your involvement is what makes each school event 
a success! Please refer to the school calendar for additional meeting 
dates. Other important dates include Yankee Candle Sale (9/6/19-
10/4/19) and Cookies with Santa on December 6, 2019.
 New this year, the PTO is sponsoring a great event called “A 
Wicked Knight To Remember” at Francesca’s Banquet Hall. This is a 
fun evening for families with food, entertainment, and costume contests. 
Tickets must be purchased in advance so please go to the school website 
for more information. Don’t miss out on this fabulous event!

Congratulations to our elected P.T.O. officers for the 2019-2020 
school year:
President: Gina Paragi
Vice-President: Nikki Bick
Treasurer: Mary Beth Harrod
Secretary: Heather Kelly
Parent Reps: Kim Myers, Erika Skermont, Nicole Giambrone, 
Melissa Cleveland, and Dina Belmont
Faculty Reps: Mrs. Lucille Hand (retired teacher); 
Mrs. Gina McLean, and Mrs. Melanie Welch (Principal) 

Annual ESSA Meeting
(Every Student Succeeds)

Thursday, October 17, 2019
6:00 p.m.

Middle-High School Library
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Elementary School News

Elementary School Principal’s Message
Dear FSES Families,

 I hope this newsletter reaches you after spending quality time 
with your children! Now that August is here, you’re all anticipating 
the start of a new school year. We are too! We are busy getting ready 
for you at the elementary school. We can’t wait to welcome you back! 
 I would like to take this opportunity to welcome two new staff 
members to the elementary school. As many of you know Mrs. Sears 
retired after nearly 40 years of teaching. Mrs. Kelly Grates will be 
our new third grade teacher. Mrs. Tanya Snyder will be an additional 
Teacher of English as a Second Language. 
 All students should receive a letter from the elementary office 
regarding homeroom placements by August 15. If you do not receive 
a letter by this date, please call the elementary office at 315.895.7491. 
Kindergarten students will also receive information regarding 
orientation in their letter.
 Our first day of school will be Thursday, September 5, 2019 for 
students in grades 1-5. Our pre-K and kindergarten students will 
join us on Friday, September 6, 2019. 
 Our Open House will be Thursday, September 12 at 6:30. We 
welcome you to walk the building. Remember to visit special areas too, 
including PE, art, music, special education, reading and math teachers.
 Just as a reminder, school begins at 8:00 a.m. and dismissal 
is at 2:10 p.m. Please do not enter the “bus only” loop during the 

school day (7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.). I encourage you to use the drop 
off zone in the morning. We have staff stationed to ensure the safety 
of our students. If you wish to walk your student to the doors in 
the morning, please use the designated visitor’s parking spots. The 
sidewalk has been extended so that you do not need to walk through 
the parking lot. This is to ensure the safety of everyone. At dismissal, 
please use the same visitor’s parking. As a reminder, all students 
will walk to their classrooms independently starting the first day 
of classes. Additional staff members are available for kindergarten 
and new students. It is important to establish a routine as soon as 
possible for our children. Thank you for your cooperation.
 Please reach out to me if you have questions, comments or 
concerns. I am committed to working with you for the safety, social-
emotional and academic needs of our children. You can reach me 
by phone or e-mail. I look forward to working with you this school 
year! 

Sincerely,
Melanie Welch
Frankfort-Schuyler Elementary Principal
315.895.7491 · mwelch@frankfort-schuyler.org

 Welcome back to all students! Grades 1-5 students will 
report to the assigned line-up space in the hallways before 
reporting to their classrooms at 8:00 a.m. 
 All new students who have moved into the district should 
report to the Main Office on the first day. Staff will be assigned 
to walk the new students to their homeroom. Kindergarten 
students will receive information at orientation.
 A first day packet will be sent home with your child. Please 
complete the information in the packet and return to the office 
no later than Friday, September 6. We worked diligently to 
streamline the packet information for you. I urge you to review 
the information carefully. It is important that we have up-to-
date information. Please check the box if there is a change in 
address or phone number. It is very important that everyone 
completes the free and reduced lunch forms.
 Transportation is arranged by Mrs. K. Wasielewski during 
the summer based on the information we have in the office. 
If you have changed addresses or babysitting arrangements, 
please call the office at 315.895.7491 as soon as possible so 
that the transportation information is accurate. Any changes in 
transportation during the school year will require a note from 
home with the reason for change, address of new destination 

and teacher/student name. It is important when making all 
changes during the school year that it is done before 12:00 
p.m. so that the student can be notified.
 Grade 3-5 students will be assigned a locker to keep their 
belongings in. The lockers are very narrow so please plan for 
limited space when buying backpacks, notebooks, etc. 
 Please look at the school website for class supply lists and 
other information your child’s teacher may have posted. PTO 
is offering a “back to school” supply packs. Information was 
sent home with teacher assignments. Save yourself time (and 
money) by ordering a pre-made school supply pack from PTO.
 Dismissal will take place at 2:10 p.m. The students will 
be escorted to their buses by their teacher. New students and 
kindergarten students’ bus information will be sent to you by 
the transportation coordinator, Mrs. Wasielewski. She can be 
reached at 315.895.7781.
 I’m looking forward to the 2019-2020 school year! Please 
call if you have any questions. My number is 315.895.7491.

Sincerely,
Melanie Welch
FSES Principal

First Day Procedures at Frankfort-Schuyler Elementary 

Elementary School News
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Elementary School News

Notes from the Elementary Nurses: Mary Jane Costanza and Danielle Dutcher
 The students will bring home forms the first week of school, including school emergency information, health update forms, 
and school physical requests. Please fill out and return the form as soon as possible. It is also important to inform the nurse of 
any changes in health information and phone numbers. Teachers and staff are made aware of any information they may need 
to promote the health and safety of your child. 

In the event of an emergency, it is essential that the school have a current listing of the following:
• Home telephone number/Cell numbers
• Employers telephone number for one or both parents
• The names and telephone numbers of two additional emergency contact people authorized to act on your behalf   
 (THIS IS ESSENTIAL).

 Vision and hearing screenings will take place soon after the start of school. If we find a concern you will receive a referral 
letter. Please have the appropriate healthcare provider fill it out and return it to the nurse. You may request a vision or hearing 
test any time you have a concern.
 Physical examinations are required for students in grade pre-K, K, 1, 3, 5, special education and student(s) who are new to 
the district. Kindergarten students should have physicals done by their own physician before school starts. All other students 
may receive the required exam by our school’s physician assistant. The exam is given to each student individually at the Health 
Office and is free of charge. Recent changes to the New York State Education Law require that BMI and weight status group 
be included as part of the student’s school health examination. As part of a required school health examination, a student is 
weighed and his/her height is measured. These numbers are used to figure out the student’s body mass index or “BMI”. 
 Students in grade 5 will have a scoliosis screening done at school by the nurse or physician assistant. This involves checking 
your child’s back to be sure that it is growing straight (with in normal limits).
 Medications that are to be given during the school day, including over the-counter products, require a written and signed 
doctor’s order, and a permission slip signed by the parent. Forms are available at the Health Office. The medications 
must be in the original container and delivered by a responsible adult. Any medications remaining at the end of 
the school year will be properly discarded. Medications cannot be brought on the bus by 
the student.
 First aid will be administered at the time an accident occurs and consists of 
emergency measures that will protect the life of your child until parents are notified 
and/or authorized treatment is available. The school nurse cannot legally care for 
injuries that occur at home or away from school.
Sprains, strains, and fractures are common occurrences at school. All students on 
the school playground are required to wear appropriate clothing and footwear. Flip-
flops and strapless sandals are especially hazardous on the playground.
 The school carries an accident insurance policy for any student who is injured 
at school. This is a supplemental insurance that requires you to bill your own 
insurance first.

 Your child is important to us. Please contact me with any concerns that you 
have. The Health Office number is 315.895.3007.

Health Office
is open each day from:
8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Many services are provided to promote your child’s health and well-being. 
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Dear Frankfort – Schuyler Families,
 I am excited to welcome you to the 2019-2020 school year! It 
continues to be a honor and privilege to work with you as your Middle 
School Principal and I look forward to sharing another wonderful year 
with you! Frankfort-Schuyler is exceptionally fortunate to have such 
a strong, supportive community that believes in our students and their 
education! As such, we are ready to begin a new school year with renewed 
energy, instructional approaches and an excitement for learning!
 We have had a productive summer. Faculty and staff have engaged 
in various professional development sessions across content areas focused 
on rewriting and enhancing both curriculum and instructional practices 
as a whole! We have focused on ensuring our curriculum is directly 
aligned with the Next Generation Learning Standards while working to 
promote and include essential reading and writing literacy practices and 
skills across all content areas. Faculty also continue to work collaboratively 
within each grade level to ensure consistency and meaningful lesson tasks 
take place within the classroom and throughout the school year. New 
this year, we have added a typing course for sixth grade students. Our 
family and consumer science program is also working together with the 
technology department to introduce and teach Engineering by Design for 
students in grades six and eight. We are excited for this new curriculum as 
we seek to further interest students in engineering and our Project Lead 
the Way program. Additionally, technology in the classrooms will remain 
a consistent focus of instruction with the use of Google Chromebooks and 
the Google Classroom platform. Lastly, our students will continue with 

our sustained silent reading program in which 10 minutes each school day is 
designated to reading a book of their choice. 
 I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our incoming sixth 
grade students as well as our returning seventh and eigth grade students! 
Our sixth grade orientation has been scheduled for August 27, 2019 and I 
look forward to meeting with all of you! Information will be going home 
regarding times and sessions and will also be on our website. Supply lists 
for the upcoming school year have also been posted on our website and are 
available in hard copies in the HS office. At the end of August, students 
will receive a letter with their schedules and students will also receive 
a welcome back packet on their first day of school which contains: the 
school calendar, health emergency forms, an open house invitation, the 
student handbook, free and reduced lunch forms, and an extra copy of 
their schedule. Just a reminder, our Open House has been scheduled for 
Monday, September 9, 2019. This is a wonderful opportunity to meet with 
faculty and we look forward to seeing you!
 If you need anything or have questions/concerns please know that my 
door is alwaysopen and I value your feedback and insight. Again, we are 
looking forward to a successful school year with our students and families! 
Please enjoy the rest of your summer and time with friends and family!
         
Warm Regards         Molly LiBritz
Middle School Principal

A Message From the Middle School Principal 
     

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students:

 On behalf of the administration, faculty and staff, I would like to take 
this opportunity to extend a sincere “welcome back” to all our returning 
students and their families and any new students who will be attending 
Frankfort-Schuyler High School this year. The first day of classes, begin 
Thursday, September 5, 2019. Open House will be Monday, September 9, 
2019 beginning at 6:30 p.m. ninth grade orientation will be August 29, 
2019 from 9 a.m.-10:15 a.m. in the High School Auditorium.

First, I would first like to acknowledge and welcome our new Faculty to 
Frankfort-Schuyler High School. 
Please join me in welcoming:

Mr. Jeffery Havener, Math/Economics Instructor 
Ms. Tanya Snyder, ESL/Spanish Instructor 
We also welcome back Mr. Cronkhite and Mrs. Stoval and the Herkimer 
BOCES 6-1-1 Autism Program this school year.

I would also like to acknowledge additional changes to some teaching 
assignments for this school year:

Mrs. Cucci will teach all pre-algebra, College Now pre-calculus and Calculus 
Mrs. Newtown will teach geometry along with her MS teaching assignments. 
Mr. Havener will teach College Now statistics and economics along with 
personal finance and AIS.

This year, we will be introducing a new course of study:
Dr. Race will teach College Now culinary science class

 Please contact the Guidance Department with any questions regarding 
classes or student schedules. Supply lists are available on the District website 

and schedules will be mailed out to students the end of August. Students 
will also get a schedule the first day of school in their first period class. All 
students first period classes will be posted outside of the library the first day 
of school. 
 We will continue to use our district communication and phone system, 
School Messenger, this year to inform parents of their student’s daily 
attendance. It is imperative that all families have the correct phone numbers 
on your child’s personal information sheet. We ask you list the first two 
phone numbers you would want called in order of priority. 
 Student parking remains along the service road. All students that 
have a parking permit will be assigned a numbered parking spot. There are 
a limited number of parking spaces; seniors will have the first option of 
obtaining parking permits and can get their parking permits from the main 
office starting August 19. If you do not have a parking permit, students will 
not be permitted to park on school grounds.
 Seniors have the privilege of leaving campus for lunch during seventh 
period and also can apply for early dismissal/late arrival for work and 
employment purposes only. Seniors and National Honor Society students 
who wish to have open campus privileges during lunch must have parent 
permission on file with the school by completing the attached form and 
returning it to the main office prior to the first day of school. Seniors 
requesting work release may pick up an application from their guidance 
counselor. No work release privileges will be granted until the application 
is been fully completed, all regulations are agreed to, and authorized by the 
student’s parents, employer, and the building principal. 
 Parents, when visiting the high school, you may use the visitor parking 
spaces in front of the school except during bus pick-up and drop off times. 
The main entrance of the high school is the single point of entry during 
school hours. For their safety, students and pedestrians must use the 

A Message From the High School Principal

continued...

Middle School & High School News
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sidewalks when entering the building and are not permitted to cross between 
the busses when walking on or through campus. The middle school and high 
school will continue having parents pick up and drop off their students in 
the parking lot adjacent to the athletic fields or on Palmer Street. Students 
who are being dropped off or parking in this area must walk around the 
building and enter through the Palmer Street entrance of the high school. 
Busses will be the only vehicles permitted entrance to the Palmer Street bus 
circle and main entrance into the high school between the hours of 7:20 a.m. 
– 7:55 a.m. and 2:15 p.m.- 3 p.m. during the school day. For the safety of the 
children, our school safety officer will be stationed daily at this location to 
assist us with this procedure. 
 The front doors of the Palmer Street entrance will be unlocked for 
student entry by 7:20 a.m. each day. The cafeteria will open for breakfast at 
7:30 a.m. The welcome bell rings at 7:55 a.m. and all students are expected 
to be in their regularly assigned first period class no later than 8 a.m. 
Morning BOCES students are also expected to arrive to school no later 
than 8 a.m. and report directly to Mrs. Perry for attendance in the library. 
All BOCES students are expected to ride the transport bus to BOCES and 
back. Students are not to drive to BOCES. No long-term driving passes 
will be given out to students to drive to BOCES. Those students who miss 
the transport bus to BOCES will need to either make arrangements with 
their parents to transport them to their program or will be expected to stay 
back and risk having an un-excused absence count against them from their 
program. Parents who dropped off or pick up their child from the BOCES, 
need to inform the FSHS office prior to doing so. Students who drive to 
BOCES without the prior written permission of the FSHS Principal will 
be subject to disciplinary action. 

ATTENDANCE POLICY:
Please visit the District website for a copy of the District’s attendance 
policy at www.frankfort-schuyler.org or by obtaining a copy of the 2019-
2020 student handbook for more information. Students are expected to 
be on time for school, attend all scheduled classes and fully participate in 
daily learning. The Board, administration and staff at Frankfort-Schuyler 
HS recognize that regular classroom attendance is an essential part of a 
successful educational program. Regular attendance in all classes is a 
condition for successful completion of all courses. 

Board policy states, students in grades 9-12 must attend at least 85% of the 
total number of classes held to obtain credit for the class. IN A FULL-

CREDIT COURSE, THIS MEANS A STUDENT MAY ONLY BE 
ABSENT 27 DAYS. IN A half CREDIT COURSE, THE STUDENT 
MAY BE ABSENT 13 DAYS. The minimum attendance requirement is 
also applicable for attendance in BOCES courses.

The District policy also states, “any absence for a school day or portion thereof 
shall be recorded as excused or unexcused in accordance with the standards 
of this policy. With this being said, it is interpreted that students who come 
late to school without an appropriate written excuse, may be considered 
absent for the entire first period class. Consequently, an unexcused tardy to 
first period could also lead to denial of credit in that class. 
 Students in jeopardy of being denied credit will meet with me and 
their guidance counselor to go over their unexcused absences from the class 
in question. Once a denial of credit has been determined, the student may 
be given the option to temporarily stay in the class and appeal the decision. 
Students may also be given the option to audit the remaining portion of 
the class to further their knowledge, be eligible for summer school, and 
potentially receive credit. The student must make the request to appeal the 
credit denial decision, in writing, to the principal within 10 school days of 
the date of the loss of credit notice. Written communication to the parent 
and/or guardian of the decision will soon follow. 
 It is our experience, when students are on time for school, attend 
classes daily, and stay focused on their academics, they do better in school 
then those who choose not to. Students also do better on their required 
Regents exams; stay on track for graduation and over all, have a much more 
successful and rewarding school experience. As a parent myself, I know 
accomplishing this task is not easy and I know all too well how difficult it is 
to achieve from time to time. Therefore, please know we are here to help and 
assist you especially during the challenging times. You make a tremendous 
difference in the lives of your children and when we work together, we can 
triumph any challenge and accomplish most anything. 

As always, it gives me great pleasure to be your child’s principal and I look 
forward to another exciting and successful school year ahead. Best wishes to 
all of you and enjoy the remaining days of summer!

Sincerely, 

Michael A.. Stalteri Sr..
High School Principal

A Message From the High School Principal (continued)

High School News

A Wicked Knight to Remember
HALLOWEEN THEMED FORMAL DANCE FOR PARENTS AND CHILDREN

COSTUMES ENCOURAGED • DJ

SATURDAY • OCTOBER 19 
ADULTS AND CHILDREN 12 AND UP $30 • CHILDREN (AGES 5-11) $15 • CHILDREN 4 AND UNDER ARE FREE

TO RESERVE TICKETS PLEASE USE OUR ONLINE REGISTRATION AT
HTTPS://FORMS.GLE/9O3UDHX2PZYVUVFBA • OR SCAN THE QR CODE

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY FRANKFORT-SCHUYLER ELEMENTARY PTO
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Student Attendance Policy
1. In grades 6-12, period by period attendance is required and will be reported to the office. Parent contact will be made 

regarding student attendance if and when necessary.
2. In accordance with State Education Department guidelines, students with 10% or more excused and/or unexcused 

absences shall be deemed “chronically” absent. The percentage of students who are chronically absent is now reportable 
to the State Education Department.

3. Credit denial, for students in grades 7 -12, is possible. Students in grades 7-12 must now attend at least 85% of the total 
number of classes held to obtain credit for the class. In a full-credit course, this means a student may only be absent 27 
days. In a half-credit class course, the student may be absent 13 days.

4. The minimum attendance requirement is also applicable for attendance in BOCES courses.
5. A student who has been notified about a loss of credit due to absences, may appeal that loss of credit. An appeals process 

has been developed to address these circumstances, and requested by the parent/guardian.

 Additional information will be distributed by the building principals.

Impact of Student Absences
 Data suggests that there is a direct relationship between student absences and academic achievement. In a research 
article entitled “Absences Add Up,” by Alan Ginsburg, Phyllis Jordan and Hedy Chang, presented by Attendance Works 
(8/2014), the following effects of chronic student absences are discussed:

1. “Poor attendance in the first month of school can predict chronic absence for the entire year.”
2. “Absenteeism in Kindergarten can affect whether a child develops the perseverance needed to succeed in school.”
3. “Absenteeism in middle and high school can predict drop-out rates.”
4. “Absenteeism influences not just chances for graduating, but also for completing college.”
5. “Improving attendance is an essential strategy for reducing achievement gaps.”
6. “When students reduce absences they can make academic gains.”

 The District believes that consistent student attendance is a crucial and important factor in student success. It is 
important, therefore, that we all work cooperatively and consistently in addressing issues related to student absences.

WHAT ARE “EXCUSED” ABSENCES?
 According to district policy, the following are 
recognized as “excused absences”: personal illness, serious 
illness or death in the family, impassable roads due to 
weather conditions, religious observances, quarantine, 
court appearances, attendance at health clinics, approved 
cooperative work programs, approved college visits, military 
obligations, disciplinary detention of an incarcerated youth 
or any other reason approved by the Commissioner of 
Education. The final determination is made by the building 
principal.
 All absences due to participation in off-campus 
activities (i.e. field trips, internships, job shadowing, 
college fairs, school sponsored athletic competitions, 
school sponsored visual/performing arts activities, etc.) are 
determined to be absences due to “school activities” and, 
are therefore, excused absences.

WHAT ARE “UNEXCUSED” ABSENCES
 Most absences not mentioned as “excused” are interpreted 
under the law as “unexcused” absences. These include, but are 
not limited to: vacations, shopping, babysitting, oversleeping, 
cold weather, missing the bus or car trouble.
 Any reason not listed as excused, shall be deemed 
unexcused unless the building principal determines 
otherwise. The two categories of unexcused absences are:

1. Unlawful Detention: this occurs when the pupil is absent 
with the knowledge and consent of his/her parent or 
guardian for any reason other than an excused absence.

2. Truancy: a student is absent without the consent of a 
parent or guardian.

School News
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Frankfort-Schuyler Central School
June 2019 Regents Exam Results
Frankfort-Schuyler students continue to perform well on the 
New York State June Regents Exams. Students earned a 90% 
or higher passing rate on the following June Regents Exams:

Algebra II United States History and Government
Geometry Living Environment 
English 11
 

School News

Frankfort-Schuyler Music Boosters
The Music Boosters are excited for another year of excellent music 
at Frankfort-Schuyler Central School! The primary purpose of the 
Music Boosters is to encourage and support student participation 
in the Frankfort-Schuyler band and chorus programs, at all 
levels—elementary to high school. Through fundraising, we have 
been able to provide financial assistance to the music programs in 
the following ways:

Elementary School
• Monetary donation towards both the band and chorus programs
• Provide students in all county, jazz band and NYSSMA with
 a complimentary ticket to the spring music banquet
 (elementary and middle school)
 
Middle/High School
• Purchase of performance polo shirts for band and chorus members
• Monetary donation towards both the band and chorus programs
• Held cast party for those who participated in the musical
• Provide all high school chorus and band students with a   
 complimentary ticket to the spring music banquet
• Graduation award of $50 to all seniors that have participated 
 in band or chorus for all four years of high school
• Graduation award of $250 to any senior majoring in a music-
 related program in college

WE NEED YOU!
Please consider supporting the music program by becoming an 
active member of the Music Boosters. Meetings are held monthly 
(on the first Tuesday) at 6:30 p.m. in the high school chorus 
room and new members are welcome at any time throughout the 
year. Upcoming meeting dates are: September 3, October 1 and 
November 5.

Please contact us at any time throughout the year if you would like 
to join, have questions, comments, or concerns at fsmusicboosters@
gmail.com, or you can call or text Sandy MacDonald at 518.651.1355.

We look forward to working with you to support the Frankfort-
Schuyler Music Program!

Sandy MacDonald, President
Sandy Talerico, Vice President
Lisa Randazzo, Secretary
Gina Janis, Treasurer

MySchoolBucks
The Frankfort-Schuyler Central School District now offers 
MySchoolBucks, a convenient online service that allows you to 
securely pay for your student’s meals online using your credit/debit 
card or electronic check.

You can:
• Set Up Automatic Recurring Payments
• Track & Review Meal History
• Create Low Balance Alerts
• Make Payments with the Mobile App
• And More…

Sign up now! Registering for your FREE account is easy, go to 
https://www.MySchoolBucks.com. Create a secure account and 
never worry again about sending cash or checks with your student(s) 
to school again!

What is MySchoolBucks?
MySchooBucks is an online payment service that provides parents 
the ability to securely pay for meals, monitor student cafeteria 
purchases and receive email notifications for low account balances.

How do I Enroll?
• Go to www.myschoolbucks.com and register for your free account.
• Add your students using their school name and student ID.
• Make a payment to your students’ accounts with your credit/ 
 debit card or electronic check.
*A program fee may apply. You will have the opportunity to review 
any fees and cancel if you choose, before you are charged.

If you have any questions, please visit www.myschoolbucks.com 
and click Help or call MySchoolBucks Customer Support at 
1.855.832.5226.

Have a Smartphone?
Get the MySchoolBucks Mobile App 
for iPhone and Android.
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School Safety
School Safety has been, and continues to be, a priority for our District. The following is a list of school safety provisions that are among those 
developed and implemented in the District:

• The Board of Education annually reviews and adopts our School Safety Plan.
• A school resource officer (who is a member of the Village of Frankfort Police Department) is assigned to each building -- one in the 

elementary school and one in the middle-high school.
• Single points of entry exist for the elementary and middle-high schools.
• Additional security cameras have been installed in our facilities.
• Lock-down drills are conducted in accordance with NYS regulations.
• Professional development activities for staff have been provided and are ongoing.
• Safety-related programs and services are provided for our students.
• Copies of our School Safety Plans are distributed to Village and Town of Frankfort Police Departments, the Frankfort Fire Department, 

NYS Police and the Herkimer County 911 Center.
• Classroom door handles/locks have been replaced, where needed, with push button locks within the classrooms.

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act prohibit discrimination against persons with a disability 
in any program receiving federal financial assistance. Section 504 defines a 
person with a disability as anyone who:

Has a mental or physical impairment which substantially limits one or more 
major life activity such as caring for one’s self, performing manual tasks, 
walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning, working, sleeping, 
standing, lifting, reading, concentrating, thinking, communicating, helping, 
eating, bending, or operation of a bodily function.

The school district has the responsibility to provide accommodations and 
services to eligible individuals with disabilities. The District acknowledges 
its responsibility under Section 504 to avoid discrimination in policies and 
practices regarding its personnel and students. No discrimination against 
any person with a disability shall knowingly be permitted in any program 
or practice in the school.

Dignity Act Coordinator
Each building in the district must have a Dignity Act Coordinator, 
who has received training in the provisions of the Dignity Act and be 
thoroughly trained to respond to human relations in the areas of race, color, 
weight, national origin, ethnic group, religion, religious practice, disability, 
sexual orientation, gender and sex. The Coordinators will receive reports 
of alleged harassment and discrimination. The Dignity Act Coordinators 
are school counselors Mrs. Williams (Elementary School), Mrs. Cordero 
(Middle School) and Ms. Ruddy (High School).

YMCA School’s Out Program
Frankfort-Schuyler Elementary School is once again 
offering the YMCA School’s Out Program. The program 
provides quality childcare for your children after school at a 
minimal cost. The program runs daily from 2:15 p.m.-6:00 
p.m. and on most half days. The School’s Out Program 
only runs when school is in session (i.e., no vacation days 
or days off).

The program is sponsored by the Mohawk YMCA and 
was developed as an alternative to the latchkey situation 
and is designed to promote each child’s individual growth 
through academic, social and recreational activities. Please 
note that students will not be able to attend unless they are 
pre-registered with the YMCA in Mohawk.

If you are interested, have any questions or would like to 
enroll your child, please call Aimee Burke at the YMCA 
at 315.866.6570. 

Late Bus Runs
The District will be providing middle-high school students 
with an opportunity to use “late bus” transportation on 
Mondays and Wednesdays. This will allow students to 
stay after school for academic assistance and to participate 
in select club activities. The afterschool time period will 
extend from 2:50 p.m.-3:20 p.m. More information will 
follow after school reopens in September.
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Knights Athletic Council
The Knights Athletic Council is here to support all school sports teams along with 
our coaches and student athletes in many ways.
• We provide a pizza party at the end of each season for modified, junior varsity   
 and varsity teams. 
• We provide each student athlete with a free ticket to attend the year end sports 
 banquet. 
• We award three $100 scholarships at the year-end banquet. The Mike Jacopelle 
 award, along with the Knights Athletic Council award to one male and one   
 female student athlete.
• We pay for all banners that are displayed in our gymnasium celebrating team division wins throughout the year. We  
 provide additional insurance for non-covered events such as passing league and the winter volleyball tournament.
• We operate the concession stand during home athletic contests for the benefit of our athletes and fans.

The Knights Athletic Council is always looking for new members. Please consider joining or donating to help us continue to 
support our student athletes. You may contact Robbi Breit at 315.269.9129.

Frankfort-Schuyler Announces Wall of Honor Inductees 
The Frankfort-Schuyler Central School District Wall of Honor initiative recognizes and honors the notable contributions 
made by Frankfort-Schuyler graduates in the areas of education, business/commerce, medicine, athletics, science, technology, 
community service, government, religion, and visual and performing arts.

The 2019 honorees are:

Amy Jacopelle Fetterly   Class of 1994   Education
Christopher Giambrone   Class of 1991   Business
John F. Spina    Class of 1957   Technology
Mary Tucker Rommel   Class of 1959   Education
Scott Wilson    Class of 1984   Technology

The District is also pleased to announce that the following individuals will be honored with the 2019 Spirit of 
Frankfort-Schuyler Award:

James Caiola | Lewis Licari | Corey Scialdo

This recognition is presented to a graduate who has demonstrtaed an on-going, exceptional record of supporting the Frankfort-
Schuyler Central School District students, programs and activities. All of our honorees will be recognized during the Wall of 
Honor Dinner, which will be held on Saturday, October 19, 2019.

Frankfort-Schuyler Alumni Association 
Mrs. Jami M. DeBrango-Palumbo, Class of 1990, is initiating the process of creating a Frankfort-Schuyler Alumni Association. 
The purpose of the Association, as presented by Mrs. DeBrango-Palumbo, would be to create “a community of support to assist 
in the advancement of Frankfort-Schuyler High School." We will do this through its alumni, and to generate and maintain the 
active interest of Frankfort-Schuyler Central School with inclusion, diversity and pride in the heritage of our alma mater. If you 
are interested in reaching out to Jami DeBrango-Palumbo, her e-mail address is: jamimdbp2@gmail.com.

School News
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              July 11, 2019 
Dear Parent/Guardian :

Frankfort-Schuyler Central School believes that one of the most important ways in which we can help our children perform better in their classrooms is to 
provide them with the nutrition necessary for the healthy growth of their minds and bodies. Therefore, we provide breakfast and/or lunch in our school every day.

We invite all students to show their support for their school food service program through frequent participation. Students may buy lunch for $2.50 and/or 
breakfast for $1.25.

Children from households that meet Federal income guidelines (outlined below) are eligible for free meals or reduced price meals. Reduced price meals cost 
each eligible student $0.00/free for lunch and $0.00/free for breakfast. To apply for free or reduced price meals, complete the enclosed application, sign it, and return 
it to the school as soon as possible – anytime after August 1. (If your family receives public assistance, you will most likely be approved for free meals through the 
Direct Certification process). Please refer to the guidelines contained in this letter when completing the application.

1. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION FOR EACH CHILD? No, complete the application to apply for free or reduced price meals. Use one 
Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application for all students in your household. We cannot approve an application that is not complete, so be sure to 
fill out all required information. Return the completed application to your child’s school.

2. WHO CAN GET FREE MEALS? All children in households receiving benefits from SNAP, the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations or 
TANF, can get free meals regardless of your income. Also, your children can get free meals if your household’s gross income is within the free limits on the 
Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines.

3. CAN FOSTER CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS? Yes, foster children who are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or court, are eligible 
for free meals. Any foster child in the household is eligible for free meals regardless of income.

4. CAN HOMELESS, RUNAWAY, AND MIGRANT CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS? Yes, children who meet the definition of homeless, runaway, 
or migrant qualify for free meals. If you haven’t been told your children will get free meals, please call 315-738-0848 to see if they qualify.

5. WHO CAN GET REDUCED PRICE MEALS? Your children can get low cost meals if your household income is within the reduced price limits on the 
Federal Eligibility Income Chart, shown on this application.

6. SHOULD I FILL OUT AN APPLICATION IF I RECEIVED A LETTER THIS SCHOOL YEAR SAYING MY CHILDREN ARE APPROVED 
FOR FREE MEALS? Please read the letter you got carefully and follow the instructions. Call 315-738-0848 if you have questions.

7. MY CHILD’S APPLICATION WAS APPROVED LAST YEAR. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT ANOTHER ONE? Yes. Your child’s application is 
only good for that school year and for the first 30 days of this school year. You must send in a new application unless the school told you that your child is 
eligible for the new school year.

8.   GET WIC. CAN MY CHILD(REN) GET FREE MEALS? Children in households participation in WIC may be eligible for free or reduced price 
meals. Please fill out a Free/Reduced Price Meal Application.

9. WILL THE INFORMATION I GIVE BE CHECKED? Yes, and we may also ask you to send written proof.

10. IF I DON’T QUALIFY NOW, MAY I APPLY LATER? Yes, you may apply at any time during the school year. For example, children with a parent or 
guardian who becomes unemployed may become eligible for free or reduced price meals if the household income drops below the income limit.

11. WHAT IF I DISAGREE WITH THE SCHOOL’S DECISION ABOUT MY APPLICATION? You should talk to school officials. You also may ask 
for a hearing by calling 315-738-0848.

12. MAY I APPLY IF SOMEONE IN MY HOUSEHOLD IS NOT A U.S. CITIZEN? Yes. You or your child(ren) do not have to be U.S. citizens to qualify 
for free or reduced price meals.

13. WHO SHOULD I INCLUDE AS MEMBERS OF MY HOUSEHOLD? You must include all people living in your household, related or not (such as 
grandparents, other relatives, or friends) who share income and expenses. You must include yourself and all children living with you. If you live with other 
people who are economically independent (for example, people who you do not support, who do not share income with you or your children, and who pay 
a pro-rated share of expenses), do not include them.

14.  WHAT IF MY INCOME IS NOT ALWAYS THE SAME? List the amount that you normally receive. For example, if you normally make $1,000 each 
month, but you missed some work last month and only made $900, put down that you made $1,000 per month. If you normally get overtime, include it, but 
do not include it if you only work overtime sometimes. If you have lost a job or had your hours or wages reduced, use your current income.

15.  WE ARE IN THE MILITARY. DO WE INCLUDE OUR HOUSING ALLOWANCE AS INCOME? If you get an off-base housing allowance, 
it must be included as income. However, if your housing is part of the Military Housing Privatization Initiative, do not include your housing allowance as 
income.

16.  MY SPOUSE IS DEPLOYED TO A COMBAT ZONE. IS HIS/HER COMBAT PAY COUNTED AS INCOME? No, if the combat pay is received 
in addition to his/her basic pay because of his/her deployment and it wasn’t received before he/she was deployed, combat pay is not counted as income. 
Contact your school for more information.

17. MY FAMILY NEEDS MORE HELP, ARE THERE OTHER PROGRAMS WE MIGHT APPLY FOR? To find out how to apply for SNAP or 
other assistance benefits, contact your local assistance office or call 1.800.342.3009.

Free and Reduced Price School Meals/Milk Program
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Free and Reduced Price School Meals/Milk Program

How to Apply: To get free or reduce price meals for your children you may submit an Eligibility Letter for Free Meals received from the NYS Education Department, 
OR carefully complete one application for your household and return it to the designated office. If you now receive SNAP, Temporary Assistance to Needy Families 
(TANF) for any children, or participate in the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR), the application must include the children’s names, the 
household foodstamp, TANF or FDPIR case number and the signature of an adult household member. All children should be listed on the same application. If you 
do not list a food stamp, TANF or FDPIR case number for all the children for whom you are applying, the application must include the names of everyone in the 
household, the amount of income each household member, and how often it is received and where it comes from. It must include the signature of an adult household 
member and the last four digits of that adult’s social security number, or check the box if the adult does not have a social security number. An application that is not 
complete cannot be approved. Contact your local Department of Social Services for your food stamp or TANF case number or complete the income portion of the 
application.

REPORTING CHANGES: The benefits that you are approved for at the time of application are effective for the entire school year. You no longer need to report 
changes for an increase in income or decrease in household size, or if you no longer receive SNAP.
INCOME EXCLUSIONS: The value of any child care provided or arranged, or any amount received as payment for such child care or reimbursement for costs 
incurred for such care under the Child Care Development (Block Grant) Fund should not be considered as income for this program.
REDUCED PRICE ELIGIBLE STUDENTS: Beginning July 1, 2019, students in New York State that are approved for reduced price meals will receive breakfast 
and lunch meals at no charge.

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated unfairly.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, 
or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity 
conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.)

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form (PDF), found online at http://
www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the 
information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.
Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities and you wish to file either an EEO or program complaint, please contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish).
USDA is an equal opportunity employer.

MEAL SERVICE TO CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES: Federal regulations require schools and institutions to serve meals at no extra charge to children 
with a disability which may restrict their diet. A student with a disability is defined in 7CFR Part 15b.3 of Federal regulations, as one who has a physical or mental 
impairment which substantially limits one or more major life activities. Major life activities are defined to include functions such as caring for one’s self, performing 
manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning, and working. You must request the special meals from the school and provide the school with 
medical certification from a medical doctor. If you believe your child needs substitutions because of a disability, please get in touch with us for further information, 
as there is specific information that the medical certification must contain.

CONFIDENTIALITY: The United States Department of Agriculture has approved the release of students names and eligibility status, without parent/guardian 
consent, to persons directly connected with the administration or enforcement of federal education programs such as Title I and the National Assessment of 
Education Progress (NAEP), which are United States Department of Education programs used to determine areas such as the allocation of funds to schools, to 
evaluate socioeconomic status of the school’s attendance area, and to assess education progress. Information may also be released to State health or State education 
programs administered by the State agency or local nutrition programs similar to the National School Lunch Program. Additionally, all information contained in the 
free and reduced price application may be released to persons directly connected with the administration or enforcement of programs authorized under the National 
School Lunch Act (NSLA) or Child Nutrition Act (CNA); including the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs, the Special Milk Program, the 
Child and Adult Care Food Program, Summer Food Service Program and the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Woman Infants and Children (WIC); 
the Comptroller General of the United States for audit purposes, and federal, State or local law enforcement officials investigating alleged violation of the programs 
under the NSLA or CNA.

REAPPLICATION: You may apply for benefits any time during the school year. Also, if you are not eligible now, but during the school year become unemployed, 
have a decrease in household income, or an increase in family size you may request and complete an application at the time.

The disclosure of eligibility information not specifically authorized by the NSLA requires a written consent statement from the parent/guardian. We will let you 
know when your application is approved or denied.

         Sincerely,

Total
Family Size Annual Monthly Twice per Month Every Two Weeks Weekly

1 $ 23,107 $1,926 $ 963 $ 889 $ 445
2 $ 31,284 $ 2,607 $ 1,304 $ 1,204 $ 602
3 $ 39,461 $ 3,289 $ 1,645 $ 1,518 $ 759
4 $ 47,638 $ 3,970 $ 1,985 $ 1,833 $ 917
5 $ 55,815 $ 4,652 $ 2,326 $ 2,147 $ 1,074
6 $ 63,992 $ 5,333 $ 2,667 $ 2,462 $ 1,231
7 $ 72,169 $ 6,015 $ 3,008 $ 2,776 $ 1,388
8 $ 80,346 $ 6,696 $ 3,348 $ 3,091 $ 1,546

*Each Add’l person add $ 8,177 $ 682 $ 341 $ 315 $ 158

2019-2020 INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES
FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS OR FREE MILK

REDUCED PRICE ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART

Thomas P. Pfisterer
Director, School Food Services
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2019-2020 Application for Free and Reduced Price School Meals/Milk
To apply for free and reduced price meals for your children, read the instructions on the back, complete only one form for your household, sign your 
name and return it to Frankfort-Schuyler Central School. Call 315-738-0848 If you need help. Additional names may be listed on a separate paper.

All Household Members (including yourself and all children that have income).
List all Household members not listed in Step 1 (including yourself) even if they do not receive income. For each Household Member listed, if they do receive 
income, report total income for each source in whole dollars only. If they do not receive income from any other source, write ‘0’. If you enter ‘0’ or leave any 
fields blank, you are certifying (promising that there is no income to report.

1. List all children in your household who attend school:

3. Report all income for ALL Household Members (Skip this step if you answered ‘yes’ to step 2)

Student Name School District Grade/Teacher Foster Child Homeless, Migrant,
Runaway

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. SNAP/TANF/FDPIR Benefits:
If anyone in your household receives either SNAP, TANF or FDPIR benefits, list their name and CASE # here. Skip to Part 4, and sign the application.

Name:       CASE#       

Name of household member
LIST EVERYONE
EMPLOYED OR NOT

Earnings from work
before deductions
Amount / How Often

Child Support, Alimony 

Amount / How Often

Pensions, Retirement
Payments 
Amount / How Often

Other Income, Social
Security 
Amount / How Often

No
Income

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

Total Household Members (Children and Adults)

4. Signature: An adult household member must sign this application and provide the last four digits of their Social Security Number (SS#), or mark the “I 
do not have SS# box” before it can be approved.
 I certify (promise) that all of the information on this application is true and that all income is reported. I understand that the information is being given 
so the school will get federal funds; the school officials may verify the information and if I purposely give false information, I may be prosecuted under 
applicable State and federal laws, and my children may lose meal benefits. 

Signature:        Date:    
Email Address:        Last Four Digits of Social Security Number: XXX-XX-                    
Home Phone:     Work Phone:     Home Address:                 

Annual Income Conversion (Only convert when multiple income frequencies are reported on application)
Weekly X 52; Every Two Weeks (bi-weekly) X 26; Twice Per Month X 24; Monthly X 12

 SNAP/TANF/Foster
  Income Household: Total Household Income/How Often: __________________________________________  Household Size: ___________
 Free Meals  Reduced Price Meals  Denied/Paid
Signature of Reviewing Official _________________________________________________________________  Date Notice Sent: _________

IF ELIGIBLE, MUST PROVIDE CASE OR FOOD
STAMP NUMBER

I do not have 

a SS#

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE — FOR SCHOOL USE ONLY
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